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The latest news on education in Texas from 

State Representative Lon Burnam, District 90 

In thIs IssuE: 
• Texas ranks 42nd in per pupil expenditures 

• Read USA Today article about virtual schools using public funds for advertising 
• Now I hope to hear from you – please respond! 

 
What’s nEW? 
 
Texas Ranks 42nd in Per Pupil Expenditures – 41 States Spend More on Students 
According to a recent report from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Texas ranked 42nd 
in per pupil expenditures for public elementary and secondary education in fiscal year 2010, which 
means that 41 states spent more on education per pupil than Texas.  Texas spent $8,788 per pupil, 
compared to the national average of $10,652 per pupil.  Note that these statistics were reported before 
the latest round of budget cuts for the 2012-13 biennium.   
 
Source:  NCES; Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education: School Year 2009–10 
(Fiscal Year 2010); Report issued 11.27.12. 
Definition:  Expenditures include instruction, instruction-related, support services, and other elementary/secondary 
expenditures but exclude expenditures on capital outlay, other programs, and interest on long-term debt. 
Link:  To view the full report:  http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013305 

 

Read USA Today Story About Virtual Schools Using Public Funds for Advertising 
Take a minute to read the article (11.28.12) about the analysis USA Today conducted which found that 
an estimated $94.4 million in public funds have been spent nationwide by 10 virtual charter schools to 
recruit students over the last five years.   

The biggest spender on the USA Today list was K12 Inc. which spent an estimated $21.5 million in the 
first eight months of 2012 – that’s $340 per student on advertising, or about 5.2% of its per-pupil 
expenditures.   And that’s public money that doesn’t go towards improving student performance.   

K12 Inc. is a Virginia-based for-profit company that provides services in Texas through the Texas Virtual 
Academy in partnership with ResponsiveEd ( http://www.k12.com/txva).   

In Texas, students in grades 3 – 12 can enroll full-time in virtual schools with all of the student’s 
instruction provided in an online environment.  Virtual schools receive funding from the state equal to 
the full average daily attendance rate based on students’ successful completion of their virtual courses. 

A report on virtual schools released by Raise Your Hand Texas raised concerns that “for-profit providers 
are serving the vast majority of student enrolled in Texas online schools.  Thus, public dollars are flowing 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013305
http://www.k12.com/txva


through the host district or charter to corporations that are ultimately accountable to their 
stockholders, not to Texas taxpayers.” 

Link to the full USA Today story:  http://www.texastribune.org/public-ed/explore/ 

Link to Raise Your Hand Texas report:  Virtual Schools in Texas:  Good for Kids or Merely Good for Profit? 
http://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/blog/focusstory/focus-on-policy-virtual-schools/ 
 
 

Message from Lon: 

Over the last three months, I’ve provided updates on critical education issues that will be front and 
center during the upcoming legislative session in order to keep you involved and informed.   Thanks to 
many of you who have told me that this information has been valuable and kept you up-to-speed on key 
education issues. 

Now I hope to hear from more of you! 

Please send me your thoughts on the following questions: 

How have the cuts to the public education budget affected you? 
Let me know how you’ve felt the impact of state budget cuts to education – whether you’re a teacher, 
student, administrator, parent, or school board member.   I want to continue to provide concrete 
evidence that funding for public education should be fully restored by the Texas Legislature.  

What information about public school vouchers would be most useful to you? 
The Governor and Lt. Governor have made public school vouchers a priority for the session, and it may 
even be declared an “emergency item” so that it can be considered in the first 60 days of the session.   
I’m developing a briefing on public school vouchers for my constituents, and I’d like to know what 
specific questions you have about vouchers and what information would be most useful to you. 

Just reply to my e-mail with your comments or questions!  Thank you. 
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