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Testimony on Senate Bill 1 

Presented to the Senate Finance Committee  

on behalf of the Texas  School Alliance 

 

 

The Texas School Alliance comprises 38 of Texas’ largest school districts, serving 

nearly 40 percent of the state’s total pupil enrollment.  Our students represent 44 

percent of the state’s economically disadvantaged student population, 52 percent of 

its English Language Learners, and 44 percent of all at-risk students in the state. The 

organization works on issues that will improve educational quality for all Texas 

students, and particularly those in large and urban districts.   

 

We ask that you restore the $5.4 billion in funding cuts that were passed on to local 

school districts during the 2012-13 biennium.   

 

 The 82
nd

 Legislature cut funds to public schools by an average of over 

$500 per student.  Of this, roughly $400 per student came from formula 

reductions to the Foundation School Program, and an additional $140 per student 

from cuts to important state grant programs such as the Student Success Initiative 

and the Pre-kindergarten Grant Program. 

 

 The funding cuts hit core services and programs that are designed to 

help students most in need.  Formula funding reductions made to the 

Foundation School Program hit core programs designed to provide all Texas 

students core educational services.  Additional cuts to programs like the Student 

Success Initiative, which was designed to provide funding needed for accelerated 

instruction for struggling students, and the pre-kindergarten grant program 

compounded the effects of the formula cuts as districts had to find local 

resources make up for the funding reductions in these important areas. 

 

 The funding cuts have had an impact on school districts’ ability to 

maintain the staffing levels necessary to improve student performance.  
Staffing cuts are evident in the fact that the state teaching force fell by nearly 

11,000 FTEs between the 2010-11 and 2011-12 school years while the student 

population increased by roughly 65,000 children.  Our state’s teachers are 

struggling to meet increasing needs at reduced staffing levels. 

 

 Additional resources are needed for instructional improvement as 

students prepare to meet new curriculum standards designed around the 

goal of post-secondary readiness.  Implementing funding reductions 

simultaneously with increased academic expectations has been particularly 

challenging.  Additional resources for increased instructional time, improved 

staff development, and targeted interventions for struggling students are needed 
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if we are to make the kinds of gains required to ensure Texas students are ready 

for the challenges they will face upon graduation from high school. 

 

 Other cost increases such as improved security and rising health care 

costs must be met at the same time academic services are improved. 

 

 Much can be done inside the appropriations bill to improve funding 

for school districts.  Below is a list of funding improvements that can be 

accomplished within the appropriations process: 

 

o Eliminate the regular program adjustment factor so there is no 

reduction to the regular program in Tier I of the FSP; 

o Restore funding to grant programs most beneficial to students in 

need (especially the Student Success Initiative and pre-kindergarten 

grant programs) and ensure that funding flows directly to local 

school districts; 

o Increase the Basic Allotment so that it better reflects the cost of 

meeting state standards; 

o Improve the transportation allotment funding factors (which haven’t 

been adjusted in three decades) so that they better reflect actual 

costs; 

o Restore appropriations for FSP programs eliminated last session, 

including  

 The New Instructional Facilities Allotment; 

 The Property Value Decline Hold-Harmless 

 The Declining Average Daily Attendance Adjustment 

 
 
We know that you face a difficult challenge in putting the state budget together.  

Given the importance of an educated workforce to the economic future of our state, 

we encourage you to place a high priority on the needs of our state’s 5 million public 

school students.  Members of the Texas School Alliance are more than happy to 

work with you as you move forward. 


