
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:  

Who we are – an inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 
values; personal physical, mental, social, and spiritual health; 
human relationships including families, friends, communities, and 
cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

 

- Central idea :  

Awareness of ourselves and others helps us gain a sense of belonging. 

 

 

summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

  

The summative assessment task will be for the students to create an All About Me 
book. Evidence will include a self-portrait with body measurements, handprints, 
characteristics, and will create a picture telling how they feel about their favorite 
school activity with illustrations. The students will also create a poster about their 
family and what makes them unique. 

 

Class/grade:    Pre-Kindergarten                                  Age group:: 4 – 5 years 

School:   Mountainview Elementary                          School code: 6510  

Title: Who We Are 

Teacher(s): Johnson, Green 

Date: August 20 - October 11, 2019 

Proposed duration:  : 8 weeks  

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

                Responsibility, connection, function 

Related concepts:  Identity, community 

  

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

·          Relationships; using our differences and commonalities to form 
connections within our family, friends, and community 
·          Connection of the physical body to our thoughts and feelings 

·          Function of the body and the five senses 

  

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

·         What makes you unique? 

·         Who are your family members, friends, and community helpers? 

·         What are the emotions you are feeling? 

·         What are the body parts and five senses? 

·         Provocation: The students and teacher will create a family word web to lead 
discussions about what makes a family unique. 



3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

The students will label parts of the body. 

The students match their face to emotion words. 

The students will sort the responsibilities of different community helpers. 

  

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

·         The students will identify their own body parts by pointing out the specific parts mentioned. 

·         The student will show knowledge of the 5 senses by participating a sort activity. 

·         The students will be given scenarios over feelings and the students will have to act out their 
emotions. 

·         The students will identify community helpers and give examples of their roles and 
responsibilities. 

 

 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

● Correct responses during whole group discussions. 
● Correctly finishes various sorts during small group. 
● Ability to identify feelings. 
● Correctly match body parts to senses. 

4.  How best might we learn? 
What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with 
the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

·          The students will illustrate a self-portrait in their book. 

·          The students will identify the attributes that make them unique to include in their “All About Me” 
book. 

·          The teacher will read books related to the body. 

·          The teacher and students will sing, “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” and “Hokey Pokey.” 

·          The students will experiment with all of the five senses by using film canisters with scents on cotton 
balls, tasting various foods, and listening to sounds on a CD. 

·          The students will portray the physical movements from the book, “From Head to Toe.” 

·          The students will identify internal and external body parts through the use of posters and puzzles. 

·          The students will interact with the Feeling Buddies and discuss strategies to manage difficult 
emotions. 

·          Students will create a family poster at home as their parent involvement piece 

·          Teacher reads a book about the different jobs parents have. 

·          Teacher discusses differences in their homes. Such as pets, siblings, grandparents 

·          Students learn about community helpers through books and sorts. 

  

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the 
learner profile? 

·          Thinking/evaluation: The students will predict the smells and tastes of various items and food. 

·          Communication skills/writing: The students will illustrate their self-portrait and attempt to write their name in letter like 
symbols. 

·          Self-management/healthy/lifestyle: The students will learn about school settings through a tour and meet and greet. 

·          Balanced: Students learn the concept of time and how to balance school with home. 

·          Reflective: Students will learn how to practice and improve their physical health and well-being. 

·         Risk-Taker:  Students will participate in new school activities. 

·          Communicator: Student will use their words to express their feelings and opinions to teachers and peers. 

 

Attitudes: Independence, Curiosity, Creativity, Enthusiasm 

 

 



 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 
5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

·          Literature: “How Do I Feel?,” “My Five Senses,” “My School and Me,” “This Way to Pre-K,” “I Like School,” “Thumbs Up: A guide to Good Choices at School,” “Scout Scouts the Schoolhouse,” “If You Take a Mouse to School,” “The Way I Feel,” “The 
Kissing Hand,” “What do Mommies Do?,” “What do Daddies do?,” “Families are Different,” and other theme related books. 

·          Science: bottles for scents, human body posters, sound maker theme box 

·          Games: puzzles, body parts game, and human body stamp kit 

·          Computer: Frog Street: “My School and Me,” Starfall, and abcmouse.com 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 

·          Classroom: Centers will have activities related to theme. 

·          Local environment: School nurse will speak on health issues. 

 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of 
the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of 
the inquiry should be included. 

  

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme? 

 

  

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want 
to learn?” 

Responsibility-Students were given class jobs that rotate weekly. 

Connection-I love you rituals during morning circle. Having talking partners 
and sharing helped build this concept. 

Function-Teaching schedule, school tour, cafeteria procedures, 
problem-solving strategies, and how to be a friend.. 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary 
skills?  

 Thinking/evaluation: The students predicted the smells and tastes of various 
items and food. 

Communication skills/writing: The students illustrated their self-portrait. 

Self-management/healthy/lifestyle: The students learned about school settings 
through a tour and meet and greet. 

 

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Balanced: Students learned the concept of time and how to balance school 
with home. 

 Reflective: Students reflect on their feelings and behavior. 

  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight 
any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

At this point, teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 
inquiries.  

 

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability 
to reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

Guidelines: 

I.B.1.C Emotional behavior control with assistance 

IV.B.1  Everything needs food water shelter (characteristics of organisms) 

IV.A.1  Identifies similarities and differences between himself and 
classmates. 

VII.B.3 Roles and responsibilities 

IX.C.2 Practices good habits of health and hygiene. 
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