
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

Transdisciplinary theme:   Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and 
journey; the discoveries, explorations, and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global perspectives. 

  

Central idea :   

Relationships are formed when systems connect. 

 

Summative Assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? 
What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

Summative – Students will create a flip book of individual to world connection 

 Create a rubric for summative assessment. 

Flip book includes pages including: 

Me 
My city 
My state 
My country 
My continent 
My planet 

 *start globally and work backwards 

 

Each page is illustrated and labelled to identify the place that the student belongs within 
the community designated. 

Class/grade:  1 Age group:  6-7 

School: Mountainview School code: 6510 

Title: Community 

Teacher(s): Herring, Tuisawau, Brandenberger 

Date: 2nd six weeks; September 30-November 8, 2019 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

·          Form, Connection, Function 

·          Related Concepts:  Relationships, patterns, systems 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

· Comparison of neighborhoods and communities around the world 

· Resources available within communities 

· Impact of location and weather  

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

Teacher Questions 

·    How would you describe your home and where it is? 

·    Where is your community, state, country, continent, and world? 

·    How are your home and community the same and different from homes and communities 
around the world? 

·How am I a part of the world community? 

·How do location and weather relate to communities? 

Provocations 

·          See, Think, Wonder using pictures of homes around the world. 



3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? 
What evidence will we look for? 

·         A KWL anchor chart will be implemented to determine what country, state, and city 
they live in.   

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the 
lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

●   Students will compare similarities and differences of communities with a 
graphic organizer. 

●   Observe students during the discussion of pictures of homes from around the 
world and resources used to build them. Use anecdotal records and/or student 
checklists to show evidence of their understanding. 

● Students will compare objects in the sky of day and night. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

We will read various trade books about homes, neighborhoods, and communities. 

Students will work with a map of the United States to see that a country is made of 50 states. 

Students will watch United Streaming video clips relating to homes and communities here in the 
U.S. and in other parts of the world. 

Students will participate in the seven continents hopscotch. 

Watch clips from selected videos to see an exaggerated view of possible communities and to 
make a connection with past, present, and future. 

Students will distinguish the 3 states of matter of various objects. 

Students will identify the 3 main types of rocks through various hands-on learning experiences. 

Students will track daily weather patterns. 

Students will take a field trip to Cameron Park to discuss resources, types of rocks, bodies of 
water, and landforms. 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills 
·         Communication/presenting:  Students will present and explain 
their flip books and model communities. 
·         Research/collecting data:  Students will gather information 
from field trips, guest speakers, books, and United Streaming 
videos. 
·         Thinking/synthesis:  Students will create and compare models 
of homes and communities 
  
Learner Profile 

● Communicator:  Students will be able to explain and 
discuss what they have learned with others. 

● Risk-taker:  Students will present their projects to other 
students and explain the importance of ourselves. 

Attitudes 
● Empathy: Students will notice hardships of other 

communities when comparing ours to theirs. 
● Respect: Students will respect nature on their Cameron 

Park Field Trip. 



 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

United Streaming clips relating to homes, communities etc. 
 Pearson Social Studies textbook 
Trade books 
 BrainPop Jr. 
MCC Speaker 
Cameron Park Field Trip 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry? 

·          Classroom: Space will be needed for model community. 

******Possible field trip: trip down brazos river (river boat) MCC Speaker (Herring)- describing various rock formation in Texas. Trip to Cameron Park  

  

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of 
the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of 
the inquiry should be included. 

  

 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

  

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?  
● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

In each case, explain your selection.  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight the 
teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to 
reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

TEKS Connection: 

Science: 

1.3A Identify and explain a problem and propose a solution 
1.3B Make predictions based on observable patterns 
1.5A Classify objects by observable properties such as larger, smaller, heavier, and lighter, shape, color 
and texture  
1.5B Predict and identify changes in materials caused by heating and cooling  
1.5 C Classify objects by the materials from which they are made 
1.7A Observe, compare, describe and sort components of soil by size, color, and texture  
1.7C Identify how rocks, soil, and water are used to make products 
1.8A Record weather information, including relative temperature such as hot or cold, clear or cloudy, 
calm or windy, and rainy or icy 
1.8B Observe and record changes in the appearance of objects in the sky such as the Moon and stars, 
including the Sun 
1.8C Identify characteristics of seasons of the year and day and night 

Social Studies:  

1.3A Distinguish among past, present, and future 
1.4A Locate places using the four cardinal directions  
1.4B Describe the location of self and objects relative to other locations in the classroom and school 
1.5A Create and use simple maps of the home, school, & community  
1.5B Locate the community, Texas, and the United States on maps and globes 
1.6A Identify and describe the physical characteristics a place such as landforms, bodies of water, 
natural resources and weather  
1.6C Identify and describe how the human characteristics of place such as shelter, food, clothing, and 
activities are based upon geographic locations  
1.7B Describe similarities and differences in ways families meet basic needs  
1.18A Express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 
1.18B Create and interpret visual and written material 
1.19A Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider 
options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the solution 
1.19B Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, 
generate options, predict outcomes, take action to implement a decision, and reflect on the 
effectiveness of this decision 
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