
 
 
 
May 22, 2020 

 
 

Dear Seniors, 
 

We are incredibly proud of all that you have accomplished and look forward to celebrating your 
success at Waco ISD Stadium. 

 
The global pandemic has changed your senior year in ways big and small, and the same is true for 

your graduation ceremonies. That includes being unable to hold rehearsals. In their place, we are 
providing detailed information with this letter. Please take the time to review this information. If 

you have questions about the ceremony, please reach out to your counselor. 
 

The state requires us to screen everyone who is participating in graduation for 11 possible signs 
and symptoms of COVID-19. Each person attending a ceremony will need to complete the health 
screening form. (A copy of the form is included with this letter, and copies will also be provided 

at the stadium.) We will also be checking each person’s temperature as they enter the stadium. 
 

In order to screen attendees while avoiding large crowds at stadium entrances, each senior will 
have an assigned entry gate and arrival time. (You can find those on the following pages.) Please 

make every effort to arrive during your assigned time slot. 
 

When you arrive, you can bring up to two guests with you. Your guests must arrive with you, and 
no guests will be allowed into the stadium unless they are accompanied by a graduate. 

 
Everyone attending the ceremonies will be required to wear a mask that covers their nose and 

mouth at all times except that you can take off your mask for official photos as you cross the stage. 
 

Finally, no bags, umbrellas, balloons, noisemakers or signs will be allowed in the stadium. 
Concessions will not be for sale inside the stadium, but you are welcome to bring a clear bottle 

filled with water. 
 

While this is not how any of us imagined that we would be celebrating the Class of 2020, we hope 
that these ceremonies will still be something that you remember fondly for years to come. We are 

proud of you! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
       

Dr. Ricky Edison, Principal   James Stewart, Principal 
University High School   Waco High School 
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2020 Graduation Ceremonies 
 

 
 
 

 
University High School 

 
Friday, May 29, 2020 

10 a.m. 
 

Waco ISD Stadium 
1401 South New Road, Waco, TX 76711 

 

 
Waco High School 

 
Saturday, May 30, 2020 

10 a.m. 
 

Waco ISD Stadium 
1401 South New Road, Waco, TX 76711 

 
 
How many guests can each senior bring to the ceremony? 
 

Each senior can bring up to two guests. No tickets will be distributed. Seniors and their guests 
must arrive together, and no guests will be allowed in the stadium unless they are accompanied 
by a senior. A child, regardless of his or her age, counts as a guest. 
 
The ceremonies will also be broadcast live on WISD-TV (cable channel 17) and online at 
wacoisd.org/live for people who are not able to be there in person. 

 
 
Where should seniors and their guests park at Waco ISD Stadium? 
 

Seniors whose last names start with the letters A-J and their guests should park in the lot on the 
home side of the stadium using Entrance #1 on New Road. 

 
Seniors whose last names start with the letters K-Z and their guests should park in the lot on the 
visitor side of the stadium using Entrance #3 on Bagby Avenue. 

 
 
What time should seniors and their guests arrive at Waco ISD Stadium on the day of their graduation 
ceremony? 
 

Seniors whose last names start with the letters A-C and K-P should arrive with their guests 
between 8:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
 
Seniors whose last names start with the letters D-J and Q-Z should arrive with their guests 
between 9:00 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. 
 
Anyone arriving after 9:45 a.m. might not be able to complete the health screening in time to 
participate in the ceremony. 
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What gate should seniors and their guests use to enter the stadium? 
 

Seniors whose last names start with the letters A-Br and D-Gl and their guests should enter 
through the West Entry Gate on the home side of the stadium. 
 
Seniors whose last names start with the letters Bu-C and Go-J and their guests should enter 
through the North Entry Gate on the home side of the stadium. 

 
Seniors whose last names start with the letters K-Mi and Q-Sm and their guests should enter 
through the South Entry Gate on the visitor side of the stadium. 

 
Seniors whose last names start with the letters Mo-P and So-Z and their guests should enter 
through the East Entry Gate on the visitor side of the stadium. 

 
Please note that any senior with a guest who would like access to an ASL interpreter should use 
Entrance #3, park on the visitor side of the stadium, and enter through the South Entry Gate 
regardless of their last name. 

 
Assigned Arrival Times and Entry Gates At A Glance 

 
Senior’s Last Name Arrival Time Stadium Entrance Parking Lot Entry Gate 

A-Br 8:15 a.m. #1 Home West 
Bu-C 8:15 a.m. #1 Home North 
D-Gl 9:00 a.m. #1 Home West 
Go-J 9:00 a.m. #1 Home North 
K-Mi 8:15 a.m. #3 Visitor South 
Mo-P 8:15 a.m. #3 Visitor East 
Q-Sm 9:00 a.m. #3 Visitor South 
So-Z 9:00 a.m. #3 Visitor East 
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What will happen when seniors and their guests arrive at the stadium? 
 

At the entrance to the stadium, each vehicle will receive a packet that includes copies of a health 
screening form, programs for the graduate’s guests, and other information for seniors. (Each 
graduate will receive a program on their chair.) 
 
From the entrance, each vehicle will proceed to the parking lot for the senior’s assigned entry 
gate (the home parking lot for the north and west gates and the visitor parking lot for the south 
and east gates). In the parking lot, attendants will direct each vehicle to a parking space. 
 
Once parked, seniors and their guests should wait in their vehicles until a staff member signals 
for them to proceed to the entry gate. This time can also be used to complete the health 
screening forms. 
 
While waiting to enter the stadium, please practice social distancing and maintain at least six feet 
between one graduate and their guests and another graduate and their guests. Places to stand 
will be marked with the graphic below. 
 

 
 
 
How will attendees be screened for possible signs and symptoms of COVID-19?  
 

Each person attending a Waco ISD graduation ceremony will need to provide a completed 
health screening form upon entering the stadium. A copy of the form is included in this packet 
and can be printed out in advance. However, please do not complete this form before the day of 
the ceremony. 
 
The form asks about the following possible signs and symptoms of COVID-19: 

• New or worsening cough, 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing that is not typical, 
• Chills, 
• Repeated shaking with chills, 
• Muscle pain, 
• Headache, 
• Sore throat, 
• Loss of taste or smell, 
• Diarrhea that occurs more frequently than usual (i.e., at least three episodes within a 24-

hour period), 
• Feeling feverish, and 
• Close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 14 

days. 
 

Each person attending the ceremony will also have their temperature taken upon entering the 
stadium. 
 
Anyone experiencing one or more of the possible signs and symptoms of COVID-19 listed 
above and/or with a temperature greater than 99.5 degrees Fahrenheit will not be allowed 
to attend the ceremony. 
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If you or one of your guests has questions about the health screening form, please contact Waco 
ISD Health Services Coordinator Rhiannon Settles via email at rhiannon.settles@wacoisd.org. 
 
Please also consider that some individuals are at a greater risk of developing complications due 
to COVID-19. This includes people over the age of 65 and those who have been diagnosed with 
chronic lung disease/severe asthma, a heart condition, diabetes, chronic kidney disease, or liver 
disease and people who are immunocompromised due to cancer treatments, smoking, bone 
marrow or organ transplantation, immune deficiencies, poorly controlled HIV/AIDS, and prolonged 
use of corticosteroids and other immune weakening medications. As a precaution, these 
individuals might choose to avoid large gatherings, like a graduation ceremony. 

 
 
What types of masks are required for attendees? 
 

Attendees must wear a mask that covers their nose and mouth at all times. However, 
graduates can remove their masks for official photos as they walk across the stage. Anyone not 
wearing a mask will be asked to leave the stadium immediately. 
 
While any type of mask that covers the nose and mouth is allowed, it must comply with Waco 
ISD’s dress code. Masks that are lewd, offensive, vulgar, or obscene and masks that advertise or 
depict tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, drugs, or any other prohibited substance are not 
allowed. 
 
Each attendee should bring their own mask with them. 

 
 
What items are prohibited at the stadium? 
 

Weapons, alcohol and the use of tobacco products are prohibited at the stadium, including in 
stadium parking lots. 
 
No bags will be allowed inside the stadium. Umbrellas, balloons, noisemakers and signs also will 
not be allowed inside the stadium. 
 
If an attendee has a baby with them, an exception will be made for baby bags. (Please keep in 
mind, though, that a baby counts as one of a senior’s two guests.) 

 
 
Will concessions be available inside the stadium? 
 

Concession stands will not be open inside the stadium. However, guests may bring a clear water 
bottle with them. Please fill your bottle with water before arriving at the stadium. 

 
 
What will happen after seniors and their guests enter the stadium? 
 

Seniors will be directed to the field where they will find their assigned seat. All chairs on the field 
will be spaced at least six feet apart. 

 
Ushers will also direct guests to their seats, which will be marked in groups of two with six feet 
between each group. Places for guests to sit will be marked with the image on the next page. 
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Once inside the stadium, please continue to practice social distancing and maintain a six-foot 
distance from other people attending the ceremony to protect yourself and others against 
infection. 
 
No re-entry will be allowed. 

 
 
What should seniors wear for the ceremony? 
 

All attire worn under graduation gowns must comply with Waco ISD’s dress code. Women should 
wear slacks, dresses or skirts, and men should wear solid colored slacks or khakis with a button-
down or polo shirt. 
 
Jeans, shorts, flip-flops and shower shoes are not allowed, and students who do not follow the 
expectations for appropriate attire will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony. 
 

 
Can seniors decorate their caps/mortarboards? 
 
 No. 
 
 
How will the graduation ceremony be different as a result of COVID-19? 
 

While most of the program will be the same, some changes have been made to promote social 
distancing and minimize contact between people during the ceremony. 
 
Seniors will not process onto the field at the start of the ceremony. Instead, the ceremony will 
begin with seniors seated in their chairs on the field. 
 
Most speeches and performances will be pre-recorded and played on the scoreboard’s video 
display. 
 
Seniors will not be handed a diploma cover as they cross stage. Instead, a diploma cover will be 
placed on their chair before the ceremony. When it is time to cross the stage, seniors should 
bring their diploma cover with them for their official photos. 

 
 
Where will graduates and their guests meet up after the ceremony? 
 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, graduates will be dismissed by row, and guests will be 
dismissed by section. Graduates and their guests will exit to the parking lot through separate 
gates and will not be able to meet up with each other inside the stadium. 
 
Please take your time and continue to practice social distancing as you exit the stadium. 
Maintaining at least six feet between yourself and other people protects you and them. 



For staff use: 

 
 

2020 Graduation Ceremony Health Screening Form 
 

Waco ISD is required to screen each person attending or participating in a graduation ceremony for possible signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19. Each person attending a Waco ISD graduation ceremony will need to provide a completed copy 
of this form upon entering the stadium. Please do not complete this form before the day of the ceremony. 
 
Name: 
 
 
Date of Birth:      Phone: 
 
 
Graduate’s Name:       School (circle one):            UHS            WHS 
 
Please answer each of the following questions by circling yes or no: 
 

Are you experiencing a new or worsening cough? 
 

Are you experiencing shortness of breath or difficulty breathing that is 
not typical? 
 
Are you experiencing chills? 
 
Are you experiencing repeated shaking with chills? 
 
Are you experiencing muscle pain? 
 
Do you have a headache? 
 
Do you have a sore throat? 
 
Are you experiencing a loss of taste or smell? 
 
Do you have diarrhea that occurs more frequently than usual (i.e., at 
least three episodes within a 24-hour period)? 
 
Are you feeling feverish? 
 
Within the last 14 days, have you had close contact with someone who 
has tested positive for COVID-19? 

Yes  No 
 

Yes  No 
 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No 
 
 
Yes  No 
 
Yes  No

Your temperature will be taken before entering the stadium. If you answer yes to any of the questions above and/or have a 
temperature greater than 99.5 degrees Fahrenheit, you will not be able to attend the ceremony. If you have questions about 
any of the questions above, please email rhiannon.settles@wacoisd.org.  
 

By signing below, you indicate that your answers are true and accurate to the best of your knowledge and that you agree 
to wear a mask covering your nose and mouth at all times while attending the ceremony. (Graduates may remove their 
masks for official photos.) 
 

 
 
 Signature         Date 



Para uso del personal: 

 
 

Formulario de evaluación de salud para la Ceremonia de Graduación 2020 
 

Waco ISD debe examinar a cada persona que asista o participe en una ceremonia de graduación en busca de posibles signos y síntomas 
de COVID-19. Cada persona que asista a una ceremonia de graduación de Waco ISD deberá proporcionar una copia completa de este 
formulario al ingresar al estadio. Por favor, no complete este formulario antes del día de la ceremonia. 
 
Nombre: 
 
Fecha de nacimiento:      Teléfono: 
 
Nombre del Graduado:       Escuela (circule uno):      UHS      WHS 

 

Responda a cada una de las siguientes preguntas marcando sí o no: 
 

¿Tiene una tos nueva o que empeora? 

 

¿Tiene dificultad para respirar que no es típica? 

 

¿Tienes escalofríos? 

 

¿Tienes escalofríos temblorosos repetidos? 

 

¿Tienes dolor muscular? 

 

¿Te duele la cabeza? 

 

¿Tienes dolor de garganta? 

 

¿Tiene pérdida de sabor u olfato? 

 

¿Tiene diarrea que ocurre con más frecuencia de lo  

normal (al menos tres episodios dentro de 24 horas)? 

 

¿Te sientes con fiebre? 

 

En los últimos 14 días, ¿ha tenido contacto cercano con 

alguien que haya dado positivo por COVID-19?

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

Sí  No 

 

 

Sí  No 

 
Sí  No 

 

Sí  No

Te tomarán la temperatura antes de entrar al estadio. Si responde afirmativamente a cualquiera de las preguntas anteriores y / o tiene 
una temperatura superior a 99.5 grados Fahrenheit, no podrá asistir a la ceremonia. Si tiene preguntas sobre cualquiera de las 
preguntas anteriores, envíe un correo electrónico a rhiannon.settles@wacoisd.org. 
 
Al firmar a continuación, indica que sus respuestas son verdaderas y precisas según su conocimiento y que acepta usar una máscara 
que cubra su nariz y boca en todo momento mientras asiste a la ceremonia. (Los graduados pueden quitar sus máscaras para las fotos 
oficiales). 

 
 

 Firma          Fecha de firma 


